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Sandpoint Community Forestry Committee 

Minutes 

7:30 AM, Tuesday, March 9, 2010 

City Hall 

Members Present: 

Chair Bob Wilson  
Co-Chair Eileen Atkisson 
Gail Lyster 
Rich Del Carlo 
Bill Lamson 
Bill Love 
 
Absent Honored Guests: Helen Newton and Sharon Lewis 

 

1. Approval of minutes of February 16, 2010 

Gail Lyster motioned and Bill Lamson seconded the motion to approve the minutes of February.  All 
members approved. 
 
2. Old Business 

A. Council Liaison 

 
i. Bob Wilson summarized his recent talks with both the mayor and with recently 

appointed council liaison Jamie Davis, who works in Coeur d’Alene during the 
day.  The only way Ms. Davis could be our liaison, stated Wilson, would be if the 
committee could meet in the evenings.  A quick review of committee members’ 
scheduling needs proved that an evening meeting time was not possible. 
Therefore, Bob said he would go back to the mayor and request an alternative 
liaison.  

B. ARRA Stimulus Funding 

i. Stephen Drinkard reported that the city has received a MOU (Memorandum of 
Understanding) from the Idaho Department of Lands which awards $86,760 of 
ARRA or Stimulus funding for maintenance work on public trees in Sandpoint.   

ii. Drinkard will go before the Administration Committee Wednesday, March 10, and 
request that this committee recommend to the full council that they authorize the 
mayor to sign the MOU with IDL. 

iii. Once the MOU is signed, said Drinkard, he will begin drafting bid documents for 
approximately six different projects in the parks and city ROW, from Hazard tree 
removal in the ROWs to crown clearing in the streets and sidewalks. 

C. Photo Contest 2010 

i. Bob Wilson said he would work on a flyer for the photography contest by next 
meeting.  At that time, the group will begin distribution of the flyer and will work in 
other media, such as radio, to announce the contest. 
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D. Arbor Day/ Earth Day 

i. Arbor Day will of course be held on April 30. The committee generally agrees that 
Arbor Day is not a venue for our participation since the focus is on children’s 
education.  However, Earth Day, held on April 22, from 4 PM to 8 PM at the 
Community Center is a proper domain for our committee.  Rich and Bob and 
Stephen have offered to be there.  Others will likely show up as well.   

E. Arboriculture Manual 

i. Drinkard again summarized the purposes behind drafting a new revision.   

ii. Gail Lyster suggested that revisions are best done during a single workshop 
where every one can and will likely contribute ideas for revision.  With that idea 
so agreeable to all committee members, discussion of the Manual was tabled to 
early summer when the group would pick a date for a workshop on the Manual. 

F. Other  

i. Drinkard reported that Carrie Logan has a lot of cuttings from the heritage willow 
that was cut down last year. She has offered to give them to the Tree Committee 
to sell and get money to plant more trees.   

ii. It was suggested that we sell them at the Earth Day festival.  The problem 
remains: who will hold the money?  Bill Love is going to ask RCDC and Bob 
Wilson is going to ask the Native Plant Society to see if either of them could act 
as a holding company for tree donations/ sales. 

 
3. New Business 

A. NeighborWoods 2010 

i. The committee tentatively decided upon a workshop date of May 1, Saturday, 
depending on availability of a place to hold the workshop.  Bob and Stephen will 
look for a place. 

ii. Stephen told the group the approximate 50 trees had been ordered from the 
usual two nurseries in Bonners Ferry.   

iii. By next meeting, a flyer announcement of the spring program will be printed out 
and committee members will have to start distributing.  

B. Native Plant Society 
i. Bob and Gail and Rich will be making a presentation at NPS on April 24. 

C. Vision 
i. Bill Love offered three visions for the future of the urban forestry program. Each 

was briefly discussed. 
1. The creation of a foundation in which funds could be held for tree related 

activities. The foundation could solicit funding from individuals and 
corporations. 

2. The establishment of a broader support group—Friends of the Trees, 
similar to “Friends of the Library.” 

3. Creation of a regional tree committee that brought in Dover, Ponderay, 
Kootenai and perhaps even Priest River and Hope. 

  
4. Date for next meeting: April 20, 2010 
 

A. The meeting adjourned at 9:30 AM. Date for next regular meeting is scheduled for April 
20, 2010.   

 
Minutes submitted by Stephen Drinkard, City of Sandpoint 


