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Melissa Ward

From: Bruce Sletager <slet@frontier.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 12:26 PM
To: Melissa Ward
Subject: Sub division 

From Bruce Sletager  
 I do not oppose this sub division my main concern is the additional traffic on mount view . 
We already have difficulty accessing Boyer during the morning commute time . It would seem if the sub division had 
access to Boyer closer to the north end perhaps across from the church it will alleviate some of the  traffic.  If it is all 
using Mountain View it will be a mess .  
Sent from my iPhone     Thanks.  Bruce  



 

 
P a g e  | 1 

 
PO Box 321 | Sandpoint, ID  | 83864 | 208-263-5720| www.bonnerhousing.org   

September 15, 2020 

RE: University of Idaho Property Development 

To City of Sandpoint:  

Introduction 
Bonner Community Housing Agency (BCHA) is a local nonprofit housing developer whose 
mission is to develop and advocate for local workforce housing.  Over the past 10 years, BCHA 
has assisted over 20 families in participating in the foundation of the American dream, home 
ownership.  BCHA has focused its energies on assisting those families in our county that make 
less than 80% of the Area Median Income.  

We believe that there must be a laser focus on building and providing ways for homes to be 
purchased that meet the livable wages here in Sandpoint.  We know that there are many moving 
pieces, and we hope that the City would consider a strong focus on housing that can be 
purchased by local families that live and work here, but are unable to buy at this time.  When 
home ownership is forgotten in how a city is planning to grow, only rental housing growth can 
supplement those needs, and families are effectively locked out of the opportunity to take that 
critical first step in generating a legacy in our community.  

The Need 
Based on the most recent US Census Bureau data for the City of Sandpoint, median income is 
$41,385.  According HUD, over half of the city’s population qualifies for federal and state 
sponsored affordable housing assistance.  With the increase of retirees with investment income 
coming into the community in large numbers, the actual income totals are decreasing regionally. 

Principles like supply and demand promote an increased need for housing supply in the City of 
Sandpoint.  Without an increased supply of affordable units to buy, the trend toward high-end 
resort living will continue to multiply.  Local workers like teachers, manufacturing and retail 
workers, and service industry professionals will no longer be able to afford to own their home 
near their work or local services.  

This need has been on the horizon for well over 20 years, and there have been some efforts from 
the city to help, but concepts like NIMBY (not in my backyard) and a lack of long-term planning 
have made home ownership out of reach for many.  Actions like Accessory Dwelling Unit 
increases as well as reducing lot sizes have helped, yet these efforts mostly benefit current 
homeowners.  For there to be a sizable shift in affordability, more units must become available 
for purchase to push against the high-pressured real estate market, specifically to benefit local 
first-time and primary-residence home ownership.   

http://www.bonnerhousing.org/
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Where are we now?   
Based on a year-to-year comparison of the Selkirk MLS data for Sandpoint (including all housing 
types), from August 2019 to August 2020, the average sale price increased 12%, from $403,652 
to $450,623.  The Median Sale price jumped 14% from $330,000 to $375,000.  Currently, 
according to HUD’s price limits for families earning less than 80% of the Area Median Income, 
more than 50% of the City of Sandpoint population qualifies for a maximum of $256,000 in 
home purchase capacity.  

According to HUD, the median price in Sandpoint is $119,000 greater than the most affordable 
price.  The average sales price is nearly $200,000 higher than an affordable price.  Translated 
into a monthly payment, the affordable mortgage is roughly $1,400/month for working families 
vs. $2,100/month for the average home.   

The people that are priced out of the market now are people that currently live and work in our 
community and are unable to purchase homes. Currently, there are no listings in the Selkirk MLS 
for the City of Sandpoint that would qualify for a family that meets affordability criteria based on 
income.   

The U of I Development 
Considering the current environment, we strongly support the addition of the proposed units at 
the University of Idaho property based on the fact that nearly one-fourth of the units are geared 
to be as low cost as possible in reduced lot sizes.  Those lots very well may not qualify for HUD 
affordability considering the fees, infrastructure costs, and other items the city has proposed this 
project absorb.  According to the developer, those units are currently aimed to reach a price 
point between $280,000 and $300,000. Since the city has made workforce housing a priority, 
projects like this should require less financial demand than more.   

In order to provide affordable units for local families, BCHA strongly recommends that the city of 
Sandpoint not add more infrastructure costs to projects like the University of Idaho 
Development.  Those additional costs unfairly pressure the per-unit price of each home higher 
than it already is. We also advocate for a reduction in New User Facility Fees and Impact Fees 
for homes that are built and priced specifically to serve first-time home buyers, and primary-
residence families who fall below the HUD’s HOME Program income limits for our region.   

What can we do?  
For those houses that are close to making the affordability mark, the City could be the deciding 
factor for families working at Litehouse, Kochava, LPOSD, and our many great retail shops and 
restaurants. We ask that the city consider developing language and benchmarks with benefits for 
those developers that are willing to assist in creating and implementing affordable home 
ownership initiatives.  

http://www.bonnerhousing.org/
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Partnerships with organizations like BCHA, who are part of HUD’s Community Planning and 
Development, and an Idaho Housing and Finance Association designated Community Housing 
Development Organization, can help bring clarity to the development process.  BCHA can assist 
the city and the developer to ensure the best products and pricing within the desired criteria for 
affordability.   

We know that as the city nears its closure of the Comprehensive Planning process many things 
are shifting and may change soon. We want to make sure that the City of Sandpoint is assisting 
in affordable housing and encourages more affordable home ownership.  We ask that the 
Planning and Zoning Commission take relevant steps to further opportunities allowing the City 
of Sandpoint return to a vibrant town for young families to own their homes and build their 
legacy here.   

Conclusion 
BCHA supports the proposed University of Idaho Development and we ask that the process be 
streamlined without adding any unnecessary infrastructure costs that can increase pricing.  We 
hope that the process can move quickly.  We have moved past the point of providing any units 
for purchase to over half the population who live, work, and raise their families here.  We need 
more supply for those who cannot currently afford to own here. 

Sincerely, 

 

Chris Bassett 
Executive Director 
 

http://www.bonnerhousing.org/
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Melissa Ward

From: Julie McCallan <jmccallan@sandpointwaldorf.org>
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 1:28 PM
To: Melissa Ward
Subject: The U of I Boyer property

Dear City of Sandpoint, 
 
I have just taken a look at the development plan for the u of I Boyer property.  It deeply saddens me that so much 
valuable green space is completely being covered by houses.  I know there is a housing shortage in Sandpoint,  but we 
also need green space.  I urge you to require  public green space in the developer's proposal. Given the original intent of 
this land  for educational purposes when it was donated to the U of I, it seems a travesty that it is being carved up into 
residential lots with little green space.  What  huge loss to our community. 
 
Respectfully, 
Julie McCallan  
(resident of Sandpoint)   
 
Julie McCallan 
Educational Administrator 
Sandpoint Waldorf School 
(208)265-2683 
www.SandpointWaldorf.org 
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Melissa Ward

From: Jennifer Barba <barba@nctv.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 1:54 PM
To: Melissa Ward
Subject: Public comment for tonight's (9/15) Planning and Zoning meeting

Importance: High

Dear Planning and Zoning Commission, 
 
I would like to make public comment on the proposed 75‐unit University Park subdivision.  First of all, I am deeply 
disappointed that, not only the City of Sandpoint, but residents of Bonner County as well, are losing a valued source of 
public open space and recreation to more housing units.   Some questions: 
 
‐Has the City considered the impacts of this development on the current school system, the local grocery stores, the 
traffic and our recreation sites (like City Beach)? 
 
‐Are there any proposals for traffic mitigation on Boyer Avenue and the City of Sandpoint in general? 
 
‐Are there any proposals to mitigate ANY of the impacts identified above? 
 
 
While I know that this is the natural progression of a small town to grow and become more urbanized, I think there are 
things that can be done to meet the need for more housing, but not lose some of the benefits of the previous/current 
use.  My suggestions: 
 
‐If it is unavoidable that this development go in, is it possible to incorporate walking trails along the wetland areas to 
keep part of this space for everyone?  The way the plat looks at this point is that it would be mostly private for the lots 
surrounding the wetland areas. 
 
‐A neighborhood park should be incorporated for both the future residents and for the general public. 
 
‐It also looks as if the view from Boyer will be mostly a fence to backyard areas, which is not pleasant and gives the 
impression of being exclusive (“stay out”) to people who drive Boyer.  A sidewalk along Boyer with some landscaping 
would help with general impression as well as for keeping Sandpoint more walkable and multi‐modal in its 
transportation. 
 
 
Thank you for listening to my comments, 
 
 
Jennifer Barba 
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Melissa Ward

From: Linda Derr <llderr3@earthlink.net>
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 2:43 PM
To: Melissa Ward
Subject: U of I Property

I am writing in favor of the current plan to develop this property.  As you know it is going to happen and I like the idea of 
a local contractor who uses local subcontractors, which keeps jobs and money in the local economy.  The quality of the 
work they do is also very good.  The city will benefit from the taxes coming in from this this will generate Thanks for your 
time, Linda Derr 
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Melissa Ward

From: Melissa Ward
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 1:42 PM
To: Aaron Qualls
Subject: Public Comment for 9/15 P&Z Public Hearing

"Desperately needed affordable housing in the city, local company using local subcontractors. Well planned asset to the 
city." ‐Patricia McDonnell, not a resident of the City of Sandpoint 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: City of Sandpoint <no‐reply@zoom.us>  
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 11:57 AM 
To: Melissa Ward <mward@sandpointidaho.gov> 
Subject: Webinar Registration Sandpoint Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting 
 
Hi City of Sandpoint, 
 
Patricia McDonnell (pnjmcd@gmail.com) has registered for "Sandpoint Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting" on: 
Sep 15, 2020 5:30 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
 
First Name: Patricia 
Last Name: McDonnell 
Email: pnjmcd@gmail.com 
Address: PO BOX 373 
City: Sandpoint  
 
Brief comments (optional):: Desparately needed affordable housing in the city, local company using local subcontractors. 
Well planned asset to the city. 
Please choose one option below re: the subdivision application:: I am in favor of this application. 
Do you live within Sandpoint city limits?: No Do you wish to speak during the University Park Subdivision public hearing?: 
No 
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Melissa Ward

From: Melissa Ward
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 1:46 PM
To: Aaron Qualls
Subject: Public Comment for 9/15 P&Z Public Hearing

"We need more homes for people." Shelley Healy, not a resident of the City of Sandpoint 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: City of Sandpoint <no‐reply@zoom.us>  
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 12:55 PM 
To: Melissa Ward <mward@sandpointidaho.gov> 
Subject: Webinar Registration Sandpoint Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting 
 
Hi City of Sandpoint, 
 
Shelley Healy (43shell@gmail.com) has registered for "Sandpoint Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting" on: Sep 15, 
2020 5:30 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
 
First Name: Shelley 
Last Name: Healy 
Email: 43shell@gmail.com 
Address: 211 N Riviera 
City: Sandpoint  
 
Brief comments (optional):: We need more homes for people. 
Please choose one option below re: the subdivision application:: I am in favor of this application. 
Do you live within Sandpoint city limits?: No Do you wish to speak during the University Park Subdivision public hearing?: 
No 
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Melissa Ward

From: Melissa Ward
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 1:47 PM
To: Aaron Qualls
Subject: Public Comment for 9/15 P&Z Public Hearing

"Not sure what the outcome will be but Sandpoint needs MUCH more affordable housing. I have been advocating for 
that for years." ‐Jeff Bohnhof, Sandpoint resident 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: City of Sandpoint <no‐reply@zoom.us>  
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 1:04 PM 
To: Melissa Ward <mward@sandpointidaho.gov> 
Subject: Webinar Registration Sandpoint Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting 
 
Hi City of Sandpoint, 
 
Jeff Bohnhof (jeffbohnhof@gmail.com) has registered for "Sandpoint Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting" on: Sep 
15, 2020 5:30 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
 
First Name: Jeff 
Last Name: Bohnhof 
Email: jeffbohnhof@gmail.com 
Address: 1510 W Pine Apt 24 
City: Sandpoint  
 
Brief comments (optional):: Not sure what the outcome will be but Sandpoint needs MUCH more affordable housing. I 
have been advocating for that for years. 
Please choose one option below re: the subdivision application:: I am in favor of this application. 
Do you live within Sandpoint city limits?: Yes Do you wish to speak during the University Park Subdivision public 
hearing?: No 
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Melissa Ward

From: Melissa Ward
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 2:04 PM
To: Aaron Qualls
Subject: FW: Webinar Registration Sandpoint Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting

"We can't stop growth, there is a housing shortage in Sandpoint, I am in favor of this subdivision application." Chris 
Healy, not a resident within Sandpoint city limits (N. Riviera is located off Wrenco Loop, west of town) 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: City of Sandpoint <no‐reply@zoom.us>  
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 1:53 PM 
To: Melissa Ward <mward@sandpointidaho.gov> 
Subject: Webinar Registration Sandpoint Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting 
 
Hi City of Sandpoint, 
 
Chris Healy (25chealy@gmail.com) has registered for "Sandpoint Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting" on: Sep 15, 
2020 5:30 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
 
First Name: Chris 
Last Name: Healy 
Email: 25chealy@gmail.com 
Address: 211 North Riviera 
City: Sandpoint  
 
Brief comments (optional):: We can't stop growth, there is a housing shortage in Sandpoint, I am in favor of this 
subdivision application Please choose one option below re: the subdivision application:: I am in favor of this application. 
Do you live within Sandpoint city limits?: Yes Do you wish to speak during the University Park Subdivision public 
hearing?: No 
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Melissa Ward

From: Melissa Ward
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 2:50 PM
To: Aaron Qualls
Subject: Public Comment for 9/15 P&Z Hearing

"short run it will use local builders, contractors and suppliers.  long run much needed affordable housing.  Win, Win." ‐ 
Garland Newton, Sandpoint resident 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: City of Sandpoint <no‐reply@zoom.us>  
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 2:36 PM 
To: Melissa Ward <mward@sandpointidaho.gov> 
Subject: Webinar Registration Sandpoint Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting 
 
Hi City of Sandpoint, 
 
Garland Newton (idahogal59@gmail.com) has registered for "Sandpoint Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting" on: 
Sep 15, 2020 5:30 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
 
First Name: Garland 
Last Name: Newton 
Email: idahogal59@gmail.com 
Address: 423 S. Huron 
City: Sandpoint  
 
Brief comments (optional):: short run it will use local builders, contractors and suppliers.  long run much needed 
affordable housing.  Win, Win. 
Please choose one option below re: the subdivision application:: I am in favor of this application. 
Do you live within Sandpoint city limits?: Yes Do you wish to speak during the University Park Subdivision public 
hearing?: No 
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Melissa Ward

From: Melissa Ward
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 3:30 PM
To: Aaron Qualls
Subject: Public Comment for Sep 15 P&Z Public Hearing

"I am neutral to this application." ‐Matt Weber, Sandpoint resident 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: City of Sandpoint <no‐reply@zoom.us>  
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 3:18 PM 
To: Melissa Ward <mward@sandpointidaho.gov> 
Subject: Webinar Registration Sandpoint Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting 
 
Hi City of Sandpoint, 
 
Matt Weber (mweber3193@gmail.com) has registered for "Sandpoint Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting" on: 
Sep 15, 2020 5:30 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
 
First Name: Matt 
Last Name: Weber 
Email: mweber3193@gmail.com 
Address: 1115 Cedar St.  
City: Sandpoint  
 
Brief comments (optional)::  
Please choose one option below re: the subdivision application:: I am neutral to this application. 
Do you live within Sandpoint city limits?: Yes Do you wish to speak during the University Park Subdivision public 
hearing?: No 
 
Webinar Detail Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/82053878484 



 

 

 

 

 

September 15, 2020 

From:     David Eacret 
Subject:  Request for Comment (City of Sandpoint, #PS20-0003) 
To:          Cityclerk @sandpointidaho.gov 
 
 
A preliminary review of the proposed master plan to subdivide 75-acre University Park could quite 
probably be improved by providing additional site plan amenities such as integrating a public-
accessible trail system.  It is my understanding that this land assemblage is the largest undeveloped 
site within the City of Sandpoint.  It is most important that this site be properly developed to serve 
future Sandpoint generations as well as the interests of the developer, site residents, and 
commercial tenants. 
 
At minimum, it is recommended that the site master plan be “reviewed” by a highly qualified 
outside land planner for possible additional suggested improvements.  This could be achieved by 
the same land planning expert that prepared the Dover Bay master plan.  I am happy to put the 
developer and/or City of Sandpoint staff in touch with him.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
David T. Eacret 
208 255-6840 
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Melissa Ward

From: Ashley Kruger <ashleymorgan33@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 3:46 PM
To: Melissa Ward
Subject: u of i land planning and zoning
Attachments: u of i land planning and zoning.odt

Good afternoon! 
 I am unable to make the meeting this evening regarding the U of I land development‐ but found on facebook that I was 
able to email my response as a person of the community to this email. I thank you so much for your time; I will attach 
the document and if you are unable to open I will also attach my text in the email body as well. (Please see below 
signature). 
 
Thank you again! 
 
 
 
‐‐  
Ashley Kruger, Administrative Assistant 
 
Brown's Northside Machine & Gear 
1100 N. Triangle Dr.  
Ponderay, ID 83852 
Phone: (208) 263‐4643 
Fax: (208) 265‐2421 
 
 

Tuesday September 15th, 2020 

 

Re: Sandpoint planning and zoning for U of I land.  

 

To whom it may concern; I am unable to make the public meeting for the planning and zoning for the U of I land due to 
my work schedule, but I do hope my voice can be heard via this email. 

 

I am a fourth generation local whom lives and breaths Sandpoint‐ my roots run deep in this town along with many 
others whom still reside here. We have watched this town grow in good ways and in bad; when I first heard of the U of I 
land being put up for sale my heart sank. As did many others. 

I grew up taking pictures and visiting this land and taking in all that it has to offer‐ it’s good for the soul. I have seen 
electric wheelchair bound individuals be able to take a small stroll with their families‐ I have watched children run and 
dance and just plain enjoy life on this land. I think I speak for many when I say this land was donated for the well being 
of this town and our next upcoming generations and I would hate to see it be developed.  
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Multiple times while riding my bike to work I have ran into others whom felt a bit lost in not being able to set foot on 
this land after it sold; we had been raised to enjoy the bike ride through the woods, take a stroll through the trees and 
take in all that nature has to offer. So here I am to this day as I drive to work still taking a peek at the land and thinking 
of how I can not wait for the snow to fall so that I can watch families and individuals cross country ski and enjoy the 
fresh air among many other seasonal activities. We have sold a piece of what others could enjoy with just a short drive 
or a walk‐ this isn’t what Sandpoint is about.  

So much land in our beautiful town is being developed and we will soon have no where to go‐ we will be lost in a city full 
of hustle and grime‐ we will welcome more people in which will offer more crime and more waste‐ soon...God’s country 
in which we live in will be Realtor country. I don’t know about you, but I enjoy fresh air, quiet and a clean community.  

 

When it comes to preserving our small town charm and feel‐ we must simply ask ourselves; do we really have the 
infrastructure? The jobs? The roads? And are we willing to give up things that we’ve tried so hard to hold onto for our 
future generations? Just so we can allow others to build? We all know they aren’t making any more land; but we sure 
seem to allow others to build like they are.  

We know that we are being priced out of the town that we love so much‐ we can’t make what others from say California 
make while working online and at home or what someone from Seattle whom is retired and has a hefty pension does, 
but we are fighting, fighting to keep our history and town small more than ever. Losing this piece of history and adding a 
new amount of hustle and bustle to our lovely small town is unnecessary; we would be negatively impacting the wild life 
by taking away land. We need to think of OUR futures and the future generations to come! Along with the impact on our 
community. I do not feel as if the congestion would be worth the sanity of others and I for one (and I know many others) 
would be saddened to see more homes built and possibly a stop light/ intersection thrown in.  

 

 

We all know that this town is like none other‐ when I and many others think of home we think of mountains, beauty, 
freedom, nature/open land, small town feels and just a slower pace of life; we think of Sandpoint.  

 
 



Tuesday September 15th, 2020 
 
Re: Sandpoint planning and zoning for U of I land. 
 
 To whom it may concern; I am unable to make the public meeting for the planning and zoning 
for the U of I land due to my work schedule, but I do hope my voice can be heard via this email. 
 
I am a fourth generation local whom lives and breaths Sandpoint- my roots run deep in this town along 
with many others whom still reside here. We have watched this town grow in good ways and in bad; 
when I first heard of the U of I land being put up for sale my heart sank. As did many others. 
I grew up taking pictures and visiting this land and taking in all that it has to offer- it’s good for the 
soul. I have seen electric wheelchair bound individuals be able to take a small stroll with their families- 
I have watched children run and dance and just plain enjoy life on this land. I think I speak for many 
when I say this land was donated for the well being of this town and our next upcoming generations 
and I would hate to see it be developed. 
Multiple times while riding my bike to work I have ran into others whom felt a bit lost in not being able 
to set foot on this land after it sold; we had been raised to enjoy the bike ride through the woods, take a 
stroll through the trees and take in all that nature has to offer.  So here I am to this day as I drive to 
work still taking a peek at the land and thinking of how I can not wait for the snow to fall so that I can 
watch families and individuals cross country ski and enjoy the fresh air among many other seasonal 
activities.  We have sold a piece of what others could enjoy with just a short drive or a walk- this isn’t 
what Sandpoint is about. 
So much land in our beautiful town is being developed and we will soon have no where to go- we will 
be lost in a city full of hustle and grime- we will welcome more people in which will offer more crime 
and more waste- soon...God’s country in which we live in will be Realtor country. I don’t know about 
you, but I enjoy fresh air, quiet and a clean community. 
 
When it comes to preserving our small town charm and feel- we must simply ask ourselves; do we 
really have the infrastructure? The jobs? The roads? And are we willing to give up things that we’ve 
tried so hard to hold onto for our future generations? Just so we can allow others to build? We all know 
they aren’t making any more land; but we sure seem to allow others to build like they are. 
We know that we are being priced out of the town that we love so much- we can’t make what others 
from say California make while working online and at home or what someone from Seattle whom is 
retired and has a hefty pension does, but we are fighting, fighting to keep our history and town small 
more than ever. Losing this piece of history and adding a new amount of hustle and bustle to our lovely 
small town is unnecessary; we would be negatively impacting the wild life by taking away land. We 
need to think of OUR futures and the future generations to come! Along with the impact on our 
community. I do not feel as if the congestion would be worth the sanity of others and I for one (and I 
know many others) would be saddened to see more homes built and possibly a stop light/ intersection 
thrown in. 
 
 
We all know that this town is like none other- when I and many others think of home we think of 
mountains, beauty, freedom, nature/open land, small town feels and just a slower pace of life; we think 
of Sandpoint. 
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Melissa Ward

From: Melissa Ward
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 4:27 PM
To: Melissa Ward
Subject: Public Comment for P&Z Hearing 9/15

"I am neutral to this application." ‐Patrick Beck, Sandpoint resident 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: City of Sandpoint <no‐reply@zoom.us>  
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 4:01 PM 
To: Melissa Ward <mward@sandpointidaho.gov> 
Subject: Webinar Registration Sandpoint Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting 
 
Hi City of Sandpoint, 
 
Patrick Beck (patrick.beck@bonnercountyid.gov) has registered for "Sandpoint Planning and Zoning Commission 
Meeting" on: Sep 15, 2020 5:30 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
 
First Name: Patrick 
Last Name: Beck 
Email: patrick.beck@bonnercountyid.gov 
Address: 405 Willow Drive 
City: Sandpoint  
 
Brief comments (optional)::  
Please choose one option below re: the subdivision application:: I am neutral to this application. 
Do you live within Sandpoint city limits?: Yes Do you wish to speak during the University Park Subdivision public 
hearing?: No 
 
Webinar Detail Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/82053878484 
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Melissa Ward

From: webmaster@cityofsandpoint.com
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 4:16 PM
To: Melissa Ward
Subject: Sandpoint, ID: Website Form Submission (City Clerk)

A new entry to a form/survey has been submitted.  

Form Name:  Contact Us (City Clerk) 

Date & Time:  09/15/2020 4:15 PM 

Response #:  135 

Submitter ID:  17979 

IP address:  69.59.65.221 

Time to complete:  5 min. , 1 sec.  

 

Survey Details 

Page 1  

 
 

Fields marked by asterisks (*) are required. 

Name*  Pat McNutt 
 

Email Address*  psm@nctv.com 
 

Phone Number  425‐246‐7404 
 

Address  425 South Boyer Avenue 
 

Address 2  Not answered 
 

City  Sandpoint 
 

State  Idaho 
 

ZIP Code  83864 
 

Comments* 
Just wanted to vote for the University Park Subdivision. We 
love living in Sandpoint and just cannot find a building site. 
We want to be one of the first buyers at this site. There are 
just no lots for mid priced homes in town anymore. Thanks 
in advance for your time. Pat and Sue McNutt  

 

 
 

How do you prefer we contact you? 

[×] Phone  
[×] Email  

 

 
 
 
Thank you, 
Sandpoint, ID 

This is an automated message generated by the Vision Content Management System™. Please do not reply directly to this email. 
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Melissa Ward

From: Stephanie Rief <stephanie@selkirkaor.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 2:28 PM
To: Melissa Ward
Cc: 'jeremy@whiskeyrockplanning.com'; Perel McDonnell
Subject: University Park Subdivision Plat Approval Hearing
Attachments: August  2020 Inventory Supply Chart.pdf; August 2020 Inventory and Sales.pdf; August 2020 New 

Listings and Sales.pdf; August 2020 Sold Price vs Listings Sold.pdf

Importance: High

City of Sandpoint and University Park Partners, 
 
RE: Single‐family home availability and proposed University Park subdivision 
 
I am writing today on behalf of the Selkirk Association of REALTORS® and Multiple Listing Service, as well as an advocate
for affordable (needed) housing in Sandpoint and the surrounding areas.  The Association is not endorsing one developer
over  another,  however,  is  in  favor  of  projects/developments  that  will  provide  for  the  needs  of  families  in  our
community.  After reviewing the plat and plans for University Park, it would appear that this could be a great opportunity
for many to achieve the “American Dream” – home ownership.  And the Selkirk Association of REALTORS® and its members
support that! 
 
As of today, there are only 17 active listings within the city limits of Sandpoint with the average listing price being $549,823 
and the median price of $374,500.  This is in comparison to the total number of active listings in all of the Sandpoint area,
which is 81 with the average list price of $1,301,141 and the median price of $639,900.  As of today, there are 124 active
listings in Bonner County and 230 active listings in all areas covered by the MLS.  PLEASE NOTE – THESE ARE ONLY SINGLE‐
FAMILY LISTINGS.  The days on market vary from the city to county as there have been listings on the market for an hour
or less, and listings on the market for up to 862 days.  The average days on market for the city is showing 126 days and
the county is currently showing 81 days. 
 
In April 2020, the MLS began seeing a trend in the market that had been accelerated from years past.  The number of 
active  listings  that went  pending  increased  exponentially  over  the  following months.   In May,  the MLS  reported  366
pending listings.  As of today, there are 729 pending listings.  There has been double the vacant land sales throughout
Bonner and Boundary counties due to extremely low inventory of single‐family residences for sale.  (The attached August 
2020 statistics show a picture of ALL listings within the MLS and is provided for information only – NOT FOR PUBLIC 
USE.) 
 
Year to date sales in the city limits of Sandpoint are at 116 units in comparison to last year which was 92 units. Overall
residential sales are down in September by 40 units from this time last year strictly due to lack of inventory, with the total 
active listing count being 13% less than this time last year.  The average sales price has increased 14% and the median
price has increased 11%.  While these don’t seem to be large percentages or changes, when you have a market that already
struggled for inventory, it makes a big difference. 
 
Our REALTOR® members have limited inventory and in many cases, find their clients in a “bidding war” for homes.  Again, 
the number of  single‐family homes available  in  the  Sandpoint  area  is  extremely  low.   This  development will  increase
available  inventory  and options,  and as previously  stated,  permitting  the opportunity  for  home ownership  as well  as
recreational opportunities for those who would utilize the trails and other amenities.  The University Park partners have
assembled  a  first‐class  team  when  preparing  the  proposed  subdivision,  members  of  the  community  with  a  vested
interested in making Sandpoint and the surrounding area a better place to live.  Please take the provided information into
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consideration when determining approval of the proposed University Park.  If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact me.  Thank you for your time and consideration.   
 
Sincerely, 

�������	�
�	�� 
Association Executive, RCE, e‐PRO, C2EX 
Selkirk Association of REALTORS®  
& Multiple Listing Service 
325 S. Marion Avenue 
Sandpoint, Idaho 83864 
Phone (208) 265‐2227 
Fax (208) 263‐2153 
Email stephanie@selkirkaor.com 

 
 
Attached: MLS statistics through August 2020 
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